
FAQs for Drone2Map for ArcGIS 
 
Esri is developing an Application that can process drone-captured still imagery into usable geospatial 
content for GIS.  The following FAQs provide initial background information about this product: 
 

Q: What is the scheduled commercial release date of Drone2Map for ArcGIS?  
A: The tentative release date is Quarter 2, 2016. 
 
Q: Will Drone2Map for ArcGIS be available on different operating systems? 
A: The application will be initially released for PC/Windows.  It is undecided if it will be made 
available for other operating systems. 
 
Q: Is Drone2Map for ArcGIS going to be an ArcGIS Extension? 
A: No. It is a stand-alone 64-bit Windows desktop app that will run alongside ArcMap and ArcGIS Pro. 
 
Q: What does Drone2Map for ArcGIS do? 
A: Drone2Map for ArcGIS is a desktop app that turns raw still imagery from drones into stunning 
information products in ArcGIS. Now, with drone hardware becoming more accessible, you can create 
2D and 3D maps of features and areas. 
 
Q: Can Drone2Map for ArcGIS be used to make 3D models? 
A: Yes, Drone2Map for ArcGIS will produce 3D colorized point clouds in LAS format as well as 3D 
textured meshes for use in ArcGIS Desktop and Web Apps. 
 
Q: Does Drone2Map for ArcGIS work with video (motion imagery)? 
A: No, the application is designed to work only with still photos taken from a drone. 
 
Q: Does the Drone2Map for ArcGIS work only with a specific type of drone? 
A: Drone2Map for ArcGIS is designed to be generic for all drones.  What is important is that the 
drone collects certain types of metadata.  At a very minimum, this metadata needs to include 
Latitude, Longitude, and Altitude.  The addition of orientation, focal length and pixel size of the 
sensor will greatly improve results.  Many commercially available drones have this capability and 
automatically add this information to the image metadata.   
 
Q: Does the end user need ArcGIS for Desktop for processing? 
A: Drone2Map for ArcGIS is designed to produce GIS-ready products that can be published directly 
into an ArcGIS Online Account.  ArcGIS for Desktop adds additional visualization and analytical 
capabilities to get the most out of your drone data. 

Q: Can Drone2Map for ArcGIS be used to create special imagery analysis products such 
as an NDVI for the Agricultural markets? 
A: Yes, multispectral cameras are supported and will automatically create NDVI products to quickly 
assess crop health. 
 
Q: How is Drone2Map for ArcGIS licensed? 
A: Drone to Map for ArcGIS will be licensed as a yearly subscription.  

Q: Does Drone2Map for ArcGIS allow input of a feature class, option to “Process only 
within this AOI”? 
A: This feature is currently unavailable with the beta release, but is planned for the commercial 
release in Q2 2016. 

Q: Does Drone2Map for ArcGIS utilize my computer’s GPU?   



A: Yes, Drone2Map will utilize CUDA compatible GPU chipsets to optimize processing.  

Q: For Offline use, what is the Drone2Map for ArcGIS workflow and time limits?  
A: Offline use is currently not available for the beta release, but is planned for the commercial release 
in Q2, 2016.  

Q: How do I try the software?  
A: Join the public beta program: visit www.esri.com/drone2map 

Q: Can I use Drone2Map for ArcGIS behind my firewall? 
A: This feature is currently unavailable with the beta release, but is planned for the commercial 
release in Q2, 2016. Using ArcGIS for Server with Portal for ArcGIS, you can have the same setup as 
ArcGIS Online to deliver imagery, mapping and GIS services securely behind your firewall. 


